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Purpose of the DRIC Study

To provide for the safe, efficient and secure movement of people and goods across the Canadian-U.S. 
border in the Detroit River area to support the economies of Ontario, Michigan, Canada and the U.S.

In order to meet the purpose, this study must address the following regional transportation and mobility 
needs:

–Provide new border crossing capacity to meet increased long-term travel demand;
–Improve system connectivity to enhance the continuous flow of people and goods;
–Improve operations and processing capabilities at the border; and
–Provide reasonable and secure crossing options (i.e. network redundancy)

In meeting these needs the Project Team is looking to implement transportation solutions which minimize 
community and environmental impacts as much as possible. 
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PIOH3March ‘06Specific Crossing, Plaza and Access Road Options

End of ‘07

Summer ‘07

Spring ‘07

December ‘06

December ‘05

June ‘05

April ‘05

Public Review 

PIOH6

PIOH5

PIOH4

PIOH2

PIOH1

Initial Public 
Outreach

Document Study and Submit for Approvals

Finalize Engineering and Mitigation Measures

Preferred Crossing Location, Plaza Locations & 
Connecting Routes in Canada and the U.S.

Results of Social, Economic, Environmental and 
Engineering Assessments

Area of Continued Analysis

Initial Set of Crossing Alternatives, Plaza Locations
& Connecting Routes in Canada and the U.S.

Study Area Features, Opportunities & Constraints

Key Milestones

We are here
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Illustrative Alternatives
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Practical Crossing, Plaza & Route Alternatives



4

7
DETROIT RIVER INTERNATIONAL CROSSING ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

8
DETROIT RIVER INTERNATIONAL CROSSING ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Crossings and Plazas
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Crossing Alternatives A, B and C

10
DETROIT RIVER INTERNATIONAL CROSSING ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Inspection Plaza Alternative A
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Inspection Plaza Alternative B

12
DETROIT RIVER INTERNATIONAL CROSSING ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Inspection Plaza Alternative C
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Access Route Alternatives

2a

One-way service roads on either side of 6-lane freeway at grade.

1b

One-way service roads either side of 6-lane freeway depressed.

Six-lane freeway at grade, along side Huron Church/Highway 3.

1a

Six-lane freeway depressed, parallel to Huron Church/Highway 3.

2b

Cut and cover tunnel below rebuilt Huron Church Road/Highway 3 
Corridor.
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Evaluation Factors

The assessment of Crossing, Plaza and Access Road options will be conducted in accordance with the 
Environmental and Technical Work Plans and will be based on the following factors and measures:

• Changes to Air Quality

• Protection of Community and Neighbourhood Characteristics
• includes assessment of residential and business property impacts, social features including 

schools, impacts to noise levels, access and community features

• Consistency with Existing & Planned Land Use

• Protection of Cultural Resources
• includes parks, historic sites and areas of archaeological significance

• Protection of Natural Environment
• includes plant and animal species and habitat features

• Improve Regional Mobility

• Cost and Constructability
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Field Surveys, Design, Staging and Cost EstimatesTechnical Considerations 
Business Surveys and InterviewsEconomic 
Field SurveysNatural Heritage 
Field SurveysCultural Heritage 
Field SurveysArcheological 
Focus Groups, Household MeetingsSocial Assessment 

Modeling future conditions for Practical 
Alternatives

Noise and Vibration 

Monitoring of Existing Conditions and modeling of 
Future Conditions for Practical Alternatives

Air Quality 
SPECIALTY 

Current Work Programme
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Option 2b
(worse case Impact)

Option 1b
(No Direct Impact to school property)
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• Coordinated Canada – U.S. process
• Streamlined within existing legislationEA Review &

Approval
EA Review &

Approval

Land
Acquisition

Land
Acquisition

ENGINEERING / CONSTRUCTIONENGINEERING / CONSTRUCTION

Technically 
Preferred

Alternative Selected
Mid-2007

Technically 
Preferred

Alternative Selected
Mid-2007

Detroit River
International Crossing

Route Planning and
Environmental Assessment

Detroit River
International Crossing

Route Planning and
Environmental Assessment

NEW
CROSSING

2013

NEW
CROSSING

2013

DRIC Project Time Line

GovernanceGovernance
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Canadian Project Team
Ministry of Transportation
Windsor Border Initiatives

Implementation Group
949 McDougall Street, Suite 200, Windsor

Detroit.River@mto.gov.on.ca

Mr. Dave Wake  
Manager, Planning
Tel. 519-873-4559 

Mr. Roger Ward  
Senior Project Manager

Tel. 519-873-4586

Project Web Site: www.partnershipborderstudy.com
Toll Free : 1-800-900-2649

URS Canada Inc.
DRIC Project Office

2465 McDougall Street, Suite 100, Windsor
info@partnershipborderstudy.com

Mr. Murray Thompson
Project Manager
Tel. 905-882-4401 

Mr. Len Kozachuk  
Deputy Project Manager

Tel. 905-882-3540


