
Detroit River International Crossing Study

Workshop # 9

Community Planning, Context 

Sensitive Solutions (CSS), and 

Aesthetics of Bridge/Plaza/I-75 

Interchange



Detroit River International Crossing Study

Development of Practical Alternatives
Workshop # 9 – April 19, 2006

• Welcome

• Review Agenda and Previous Workshops 

• Review Workshops #1 - #8

• Context Sensitive Solutions – Definition and Methodology

• Community Planning

• Preliminary Community Plans

• Context Sensitive Solutions – Key Elements

• Bridge

• Terminology

• Structural Requirements for Crossings X – 10 and X – 11

• “World Tour” / Aesthetic Opportunities

• Public Preference / Input on Preferences

• Wrap Up 

• Next Steps / Meetings
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Previous Workshops

• Workshop # 1, December 14, 2005:  “Prouds” and “Concerns”,                 

Visioning a successful, and vibrant area WITH and WITHOUT a bridge

• Workshop # 2, December 21, 2005:  Prioritizing Visions and the   First 

Step Toward Plaza Location

• Workshop # 3, January 4, 2006:  Review of Vision Statements and

Presentation of Preliminary Plaza Location Proposals

• Workshop # 4, January 18, 2006:  Work Station Question and

Answer and Presentation of Proposed Plaza Locations

• Workshop # 5, February 8, 2006:  Presentation of Proposed Plaza 

with Preliminary Tie to Bridge / I-75

• Workshop # 6, February 27, 2006: Vision Statement Extraction/Land 

Use Goals and Governmental Visions

• Workshop # 7, March 8, 2006: Visual Preference Survey and Site 

Analysis

• Workshop # 8, March 22, 2006: Community Planning



The Detroit River International Crossing Study

Context Sensitive Solutions -

Definition and Methodology



Context Sensitive Solutions

DRIC

“Incorporate context sensitive design (solutions) into 

transportation projects . . . .”

Governor Jennifer M. Granholm

“A collaborative, interdisciplinary approach involving 

stakeholders for the development of a transportation 

facility that fits its physical setting and preserves scenic, 

aesthetic, historic, cultural, and environmental resources, 

while maintaining safety and mobility.”

Michigan Department of Transportation



• Develop designs that meet the needs of 
specific sites rather than using 
standardized solutions

M-10, Michigan

Context Sensitive Solutions

DRIC

Anywhere, USA



Micro Setting – “Local Picture”

• “Local" scale and feel 
of the plaza;

the interchanges; and,

local access roads 

• Their impacts on:
a commercial street;

a residential neighborhood;

an industrial district; and

a Historic Fort.

• The abutting land uses
Fort Street is different than Jefferson Avenue

Context Sensitive Solutions

DRIC



Macro Setting – “Big Picture”

• The crossing system impacts on:

The two nations (International)

Metropolitan areas (Regional)

The neighborhoods (Local)

The Delray Community’s existing land use

The Delray Community’s Vision for its Future

Context Sensitive Solutions

DRIC
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Community Plans 
(results of workshop # 8)



The Detroit River International Crossing Study

• Definition of a “land use plan”

….. the systematic assessment of land and water potential, 

alternatives for land use and economic and social conditions in 

order to select and adopt the best land-use options. Its purpose 

is to select and put into practice those land uses that will best 

meet the needs of the people while safeguarding resources for 

the future. 

The driving force in planning is the need for change, the need 

for improved management or the need for a quite different 

pattern of land use dictated by changing circumstances……
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Workshop No. 7 - Site Analysis Results

New site analysis graphic



Detroit River International Crossing Study

Workshop No. 7 - Site Analysis Results

Major Existing Land uses graphic need PDF made - AH
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Recreation1 

12%

Commercial 

3%

Residential 

18%

Vacant 11%

Educational / 

Cultural 2%

Industrial 

54%

Recreation 
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Residential 
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Cultural  1%
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“Workshop” Land Use

Existing Land Use

Proposed City Land Use

Community 
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Recreation 
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Commercial 
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(including 
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• Insert base map (big ones located on 

tables)
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Review of Workshop #8 – Community Plans

TABLE ONE – Community 

Plan



















• Stained glass / mosaic land use plan
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“DRAFT”

Community Land Use 

Plans



• Land use plan – no bridge



• Land Use Plan – Plaza One





• Land Use Plan – Option Three


